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16th and 19th birthdays mark an
important milestone in every young
Canadian. A young person can start to
learn to drive a motor vehicle on the
16th birthday and on the 19th birthday,
the young person can officially buy a
drink in abar or liquor store.

Itisalogical progressionin lifethat a
young person will first learn how to
drivein the lands where the economy is
built around the automobiles. Parents
have been chauffeuring their kids to
schools and after school extracurricul ar
activities for years and they should be so
happy that their kids would indepen-
dently mobile. The parents are physi-
cally freed that their kids can do their
activities on their own, but they are
emotionally worried to death that their
kidsare actually driving acar - a
"potentially” dangerous weapon or toy
or daily necessity, depends how you
look at it.

Most immigrant parents are not happy
that the driving age is 16. They opine
that their "kids" are still immature.
They are so young, they are so
impatient, they are so careless and they
arejust kids. Parentsfrom Hong Kong
would not be driving until they reached
18 and most of them would not have the
opportunity or need to learn to drive
because private vehicles are expensive
and public transport is convenient in
Hong Kong. Parents may understand
the public transport system here is not as
good asin Hong Kong, they also know a
private car is a necessity in Canada. A
car was the first major purchase they
made, even they may not have owned
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one in Hong Kong, when they landed in
Canada. But they want the legal driving
age be raised to 18 or even higher and
"hopefully" by then the kids will be
"mature” enough. They just want the
government to prevent their children to
get behind the wheel.

Fighting to rise the legal driving ageis
awaste of effort. Whilethe City is
planning for more efficient transport
system, an automobileis still a necessity
rather than a status symbol in
Vancouver. We should appreciate that
young people regard adriving licence as
asign of maturity. They have more
mobility (not freedom) in doing their
own things. Instead of fighting with the
authority and with our children who
have the strong desire of acquiring a
driving licence at the age of 16, we
parents should concentrate our effort in
teaching and guiding our children to
driveresponsibly.

Young persons at 16 who have been
brought up properly should still be able
to communicate with their parents. They
would still accept their parentsto sit
beside the driver's seat when they just
get their driver'slicence. Supposethe
legal driving ageis now raised to 18 or
we were able to 'delay’ our childrenin
getting the driving licence, do you think
the 18-year old novice driverswould
allow usto sit beside them when they go
to University or to work? Aslong aswe
parents are doing our coaching part well
and setting good examples, our young
"children" can acquire good driving
habit at ayounger age. Thiswill benefit
them whole life through. The new rules
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of the B.C. Graduated Licensing
Program are going in the right
direction - let our young persons
understand that driving isaprivilege,
not aright.

Money cannot buy love and good
guidance. Acquiring apowerful or high
performance car would not make our
children drive better. Cars with side
beams and all-around air bags would not
make a car safer without a responsible
driver. Itisto our best interest to send
our children to learn from agood
driving instructor who will teach them
good driving techniques and show them
the consequences of careless or reckless
driving. Better to spend more money in
learning how to drive properly than
buying the extra trimmings of afancy
car. However, there is monetary reward
of acquiring adriving licence at a
younger age. If ayoung person acquires
the driving licence at the age of 16 and
maintains a good driving record for 4
years, he or she will have achieved 40%
discount with the insurance premium at
age 20.

Thelegal drinking agein BCis19. It
isalso asign of maturity for young
persons when they can legally buy a
drink in abar or a bottle of spirit in the
liquor store. There are not much
drinking problemsin Chinese culture
because we sometimes regard spirit or
wine as health tonics. Children are used
to seeing their parents drinking in front
of them and when they become teens,
they were sometimes offered small
guantities to go with agood meal. The
parents never know whether they have
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broken any law (the author has not
found any laws against such practice) by
giving drinksto a person under 19.
They do so because they know it is
better for their teens to drink under their
guidance than go out to drink with their
friends. It is better to satisfy the teens
curiosity in a safe environment with
parents presence. Surely, parents
understand that they are responsible for
their teens behaviour after giving them
alcoholic drinks. Because most of our
young persons are "trained" to know
what alcoholic drinks are at a younger
age, the legal drinking ageisnot abig
issue in the Chinese community.

But some mainstream families with
children under 19 took the law to the
letter that they locked up all the wine,
beer and spirits at home. They would
not allow their teensto have asip at the

family dinner table because the law says
that the legal drinking ageis 19. The
author heard storiesthat Grade 9
children held drinking party at home
when their parents were out of town.
Where do you think they got their
liquor? They may have asked their
legal-age siblings to get for them or
those alcoholics often found outside any
liquor storesto buy for them. Those
alcoholics will do anything for a buck.
Theresult isthese teenswill go for a
drinking binge whenever they have the
opportunities and never be ableto learn
how to drink responsibly.

So do we need to lower the drinking
age so that "responsible" parents may
not have to “take law in their own
hands" by "training" their younger teens
in handling alcoholic drinks properly?
UK is said to have alaw stipulating that
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parents can give alcoholic drinksto kids
aslow as5yearsold. Thereadersare
encouraged to go the web site titled
"legal drinking age" to sample the
debate on thisissue. The author views it
not as an age issue but as a parental
guidance and responsibility issue.

There are other controversies or
conflictsin bringing-up kids to
adulthood. The readers are invited to
write and share their experiences and
opinions so that we can learn from each
other. (End)
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By: W. Jongh

A man with no arms walked up to a bar and
asked for a beer. The bartender shoved the
foaming glassin front of him.

"Look," said the customer, "l have no arms -
would you please hold the glass up to my mouth?'

"Sure", said the bartender, and he did.

"Now," said the customer, "I wonder if you'd be
so kind asto get my handkerchief out of my
pocket and wipe the foam off my mouth."

"Certainly." And it was done.

"If," said the armless man, "you'd reach in my
right hand pants pocket, you'll find the money for
the beer." The bartender got it.

"You've been very kind," said the customer.
"Just one thing more. Where isthe men's room?'

"Qut the door," said the bartender, "turn |eft,
walk two blocks, and there's one in afilling
station on the corner."

GOVERNMENT AT WORK

Submitted by: J. Walker

A guy stopped at alocal gas station and, after filling his tank, he paid the
bill and bought a soft drink. He stood by his car to drink his colaand
watched a couple of men working along the roadside. One man would dig a
hole two or three feet deep and then move on. The other man came along
behind him and filled in the hole. While one was digging a new hole, the
other was 25 feet behind filling in the hole. The men worked right past the
guy with the soft drink and went on down the road.

"I can't stand this," said the man tossing the can into a trash container and
heading down the road toward the men. "Hold it, hold it," he said to the
men. "Can you tell me what's going on here with all this digging and
refilling?”

"Well, we work for the government and we're just doing our job," one of
the men said.

"But one of you isdigging a hole and the other fillsit up. You're not
accomplishing anything. Aren't you wasting the taxpayers money?"

"You don't understand, mister," one of the men said, leaning on his shovel
and wiping his brow.

"Normally there's three of us: me, EImer and Leroy. | dig the hole, EImer
sticksin the tree and Leroy, here, puts the dirt back. Now just because
Elmer'ssick, that don't mean that L eroy and me can't work."

By: Dennis Sung

In the middle of one night, arobber wearing a ski mask bumped into a
well-dressed man who appeared to have come out of afund-raising dinner.
“Give meyour money,” the robber knife-pointed at him and demanded.

a...a...poli-ti-cian!” Indignantly, the affluent man replied in broken English.
“Inthat case,” replied the robber, “give me MY money!”

Submitted by: Hing Pang

A maninahot air balloon
realized he was lost. He reduced
altitude and spotted a woman
below. He descended a bit more
and shouted, "Excuse me, can
you help me? | promised a
friend | would meet him an hour
ago, but | don't know wherel|
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The woman below replied, U’D
"You'rein ahot air balloon l:l

hovering approximately 30 feet
above the ground. You're
between 40 and 41 degrees north
latitude And between 59 and 60
degrees west longitude."

"You must be an engineer," said the balloonist.

"I am," replied the woman, "How did you know?"

"Well," answered the balloonist, "everything you
told meis, technically correct, but I've no idea what
to make of your information, and the fact is|'m still
lost. Frankly, you've not been much help at all. If
anything, you've delayed my trip."

The woman below responded, "You must bein
Management.”

"I am," replied the balloonist, "but how did you
know?"

"Well," said the woman, "you don't know where
you are or where you're going. You have risen to
where you are due to a large quantity of hot air.
You made a promise, which you've no idea how to
keep, and you expect people beneath you to solve
your problems. The fact isyou are in exactly the
same position you were in before we met, but now,
somehow, it's my fault.”

&



i



SR R
Ny SRR N

"Cuckoo"

Cuckoo
Cuckoo

Cuckoo

"Spinning"

Simple

Naive

National Post
The Guardian



SpinSpin

)

(

No comment

Hemp Yellow.

Cooked Land.

Old Chan's Skin.

Fxxk The Ginger.




P
N“““ﬂm"”3‘WII||||||ﬂH\Hﬁiﬂlllllﬂlm1 - |'

LTV l7l:.|!% @- % EI ga

" Req.
Rlegular, fill up please... 61.95

Gol d St ar

S=o it

shoulder check 7

10-20
Opinions expressed in this ICBC
Newsletter are those of the
authors. They do not necessarily
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